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jatma phule with his associates ip 1873 .
ans ‘the Truth-Seekers’ Society’, Thjc carl; " i
l(:gt

Abstract
naj was founded by Mal
ibuted to such a great extent in every

The Satyashodhak Sai M
‘Salyashodhak Samaj’ M

Mabharashtra. The term dia has contr i
. i ern India has . 2 Sible
Non-Brahmin Movement in mod ¢« social pO]itical, educational, economic and Culturg). the
- 5 4

realm of the contemporary society; be ) : ce in modern Indi
he movement for renaissan dia.Yet, there

it should be considered as no less than t , . dMinsthe 6
ement. The term Enslave title refers ¢, the

i TIOW is mov g
still less acknowledgement to this m  ablerior s phulewonldisay Strl'ShUdraatishudra,
pact of Satyashodhak Samaj on these Oppressed-wh(;

Oppressed i.e., women, peasants and ‘untou

Thus, this paper will try to understand the 1m : : '

were ‘enslaved’ with the evil customs, traditions, rituals, scrlptures lrr,lpfosed gn them by the Caste

Hindus, especially the Brahmins and also how the ‘true -knowle ge -rorr.l ?tyaShOdhak Samaj

enabled them to become liberated. Satyashodhak Samaj also drew inspiration from the other
nd the ‘Negros” who fought agajng

revolutions in the world, American Revolution, in particular a 08
Samaj dreamt this same emancipation for the ‘Syi.

the slavery. Phule’s Satyashodhak : : :
Shudraatishudras’ from the slavery of the Brahmins in modern India. This paper will try ¢
highlight the work done by the ‘Satyashodhaks’, especially Mahatma Phule, Savitribai Phule

Fatima Sheikh and Mukta Salve.
Keywords: Satyashodhak Samaj, Stri-Shudraatishudras, Emancipation.

Introduction
Satyashodhak Samaj:

Established on 24" September, 1873 by Mahatma Jotirao Phule and his like-minded associates,
Satyashodhak Samaj i.e., ‘Truth-Seeking Society’, was the earliest non-Brahmin movement of the
Bahujan (masses) in India which championed the cause of Shudra-Atishudra, women, peasants
and workers. The goal of the Samaj was to make the Shudras and the Ati-Shudras aware of their
civil n'ghts and free them from religious and emotional slavery imposed by Brahminical scriptures.i
Interestingly to become a member of the Samaj one had to swear loyalty to the British government
as the members believed its modern ideas would liberate them from the BrahmaniZal slavery.
» its membership was open to all castes including

Although being non-Brahmin movement
religions like Jewish and Muslims as well who Were

brahmins and even to people from other
committed to anti-caste goals,
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The Satyashodhaks:

1. Jotiba Phule: . .
4 Jotirao Phule, born on April 11, 1827 at Katgun village in Satara, was the

| former, writer and great Satyasho-dha.k fr<?m‘Maharashtra. He was married to Savitribai Phyle ;

: 1840. During his secondary education in missionary school, he was greatly influence by Tho,t:,;r;
. paine’s book Viz. ‘Rights of Man’. As 'he was ‘Mali’ (lower caste), he faced humiliation at the
. narriage procession of upper caste friend, in 1848, which ignited Jotiba’s mind to end this
L giscriminatory caste system.

. Crusader of Education and Anti-Caste Social Reforms: In the ‘Chaturvarng’ (four Varnas in
" Hindu) society where only upper caste men were allowed education, Jotiba with his wife
| Savitribai, opened the first school for girls and Mahars and Mangs (two Dalit castes in
| Maharashtra) in Bhide Wada, Pune in 1848. Being a staunch supporter of gender equality and
. women’s rights, Jotiba first taught his wife Savitribai and made her the first female teacher. Jotiba
\  dared to become ‘that man behind his successful woman.” They even were forced out of their home
" a5 they both were working for education among the Shudras (lower castes) and Ati-shudras
3 (untouchables). He also opened night school in 1855. His was the only representation to the Hunter
" Commission of 1882 with the concern of the education of lower castes and accused the British
. government for ignoring the education to the non-upper castes. He believed in the universal
. compulsory education. In the introduction to his book ‘Shetkaryacha Asood’ he writes:

- Without knowledge the mind was lost,

. Without the mind virtue was lost,

| Without virtue fortune was lost,

i Without fortune wealth was lost,

Without wealth the Sudras sank;

| Suchwas the havoc wreaked by wisdom’s lack. ™

He dedicated his life for the upliftment of the Stri-Shudratish
- Water tank for the untouchables. He firmly rejected the authority of th.e Ve
. d exhorted the masses to do the same. He asked this brilliant ques.tlon:
- Who created 1he whole mankind, why did he write the Vedas only in Sa
= Who do ot understand this language?”." (Sayanekar, 2020)

p1oneer anti-caste sociy|

dras. In 1868, he opened h.is own
das and Hindu scriptures
“If there is only one God
nskrit? What about those
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aste writings and made him hjg guide,

d by l'lis ant,]-CWhipCord) he also wrote Gulgq,
(Cultivator Z) Sarvajanik Satyadharma (yp;,
,E”?lii)sjgh’his writings he exposed the tryg, aboy
: f the masses. He revealed the nexyg of the
(Brahmans) —Shelji (moneylenders), ang

so held the British govemmem

Ngiy;

. 'l.e
Even Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was insp!t
ersal

)
Writer: Besides ‘Shetkaryacha A SO,Odlcmﬁ
(Slavery); Brahmanache Kasab (PrleSR ma
Religion of Truth) and a drama ‘Tl'l"f’)’a a'ono
how&cunning Brahmins were exploiting the ‘l"
then ‘bourg;oisie classes’ in Maharashtra 1.€->

. .o the ma
blamed them for the pitiful condition of :kers. -
rers and WO d for <Universal Religion of Trutl’ which

. . farn
responsible for the poverty of .ma’ Phule hope )
Religion: In his ‘Sarvajanik Sapadhag’s dIi)g]nity justice and fraternity. He attacked false beliefs

will be based on liberty, equality; rationak'%’l is Satyashodhak Samaj also believed in monothejgy,

TS ik no Samaj, n . o
2 Supersm(ljons' Jus: ke f}:.agod as ‘Nirmik’ i.e., Creator and believed that true worship s ¢,
Phule created a new term

rance O

< Bhatji
sses. He a

serve the humankind.
Cultural Revolution: Phule |
scriptures but also of the cultural hegem'
bringing up alternative culture of masses 1
arts like Povada (Ballads), Jalsas, Akhandas, Gondh'al,
the masses. It is Jotiba who first started celebrating Shiv Ja
was ‘the adornment to the tillers of the soil’."

Phule’s Akhandas: 5 ) :
Phule counterpoised his Akhandas to the Abhangas of the Varkari saints from the Bhakti

movement. While 4bhangas still accept the authority of Hindu scriptures Akhandas reject to do
so. Unlike sophisticated Abhangas, Akhandas are the compositions which are not written in

Sanskritized Marathi.
In one of his Akhanda viz. ‘A Peasant Woman’ he details the daily routine of Shudra woman and

onalised that the masses Were not just the slaves of the religious

1ad realise - of Brahmins. Phule gave them the new hope by
ol t};]e public. In his Satyashodhak Samaj, he used folk
Kirtan, Lavani, Tamasha etc. to awakep

yanti in 1870 as for him Shivaji Mahara;

counterpoised it to Brahmin woman’s routine. He writes:

She (Shudra woman) takes a big basket full of cow-dung cakes on her head, while carrying her

baby on her back.

To earn a living, a shudra mother roams the alleys and lanes hawking cow-dung cakes.

She does not worship idols, unlike a Brahmin woman, who walks arrogantly flaunting her

ornaments.

The wicked Aryans call her a kulambin. This is really shameful, says Joti.

A Brahmin woman neither applies fragrant scrub to a shudra woman nor bathes her.

She does not comb her hair. She does not wipe off water from her body.

She does not need to wash sarees and blouses [of a shudra woman].

She does not clean up plates with leftovers of a shudra woman or tend shoes in [her] house.

She does not take care of shudra children or kiss them, says Joti.":

;I];htu}:s; };Z ;regtl;ets) l:l:z:l Z:l:rnitsh(c):ﬁ:da ‘skl;t;drabv.vc:man toils throughout the d.ay she is still not respec:ltzj

other hand, a Brahmin woman ‘does :Z: a:n @ COHtemptu().us plarathi word for yulgac). o i
> o any labour but just indulges in idle tricks’ and yet’
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public with the title ‘Mahatma’,

‘ itribai Phule: . ' .

: zizisvjlotiba, Savitribai too, has done immense work to uplift the oppressed which often is not

| . embered enough. She was the equal champion of anti-caste movement and gender equality as

. hremcompanion Jotirao Phule. Born on January 3, 1831 at Naigaon, she was married at the age of

, lgrt Jotirao (Who was 13-years old) in 1840. Though they could not stop their ow.n child marriage,

: t eother they raised voice and went against many evil Manuwadi and Brahmanical customs and

0g

i ; inst women. . ., 1

pract.lc:::%jd Educator: With her husband, Savitribai established India’s first girls schoc()jl ani

i :emm the first female teacher in 1848. Besides girls, she also educated the Shulc]irag arcli ti-
ecame . ive to her husband even

» ducation. She was very supportive .

. boys who were barred from the e . ) Hindus

; s’fztud’;gi w};re evicted from their house by her father-in-law. The Manuwadz and o.rtt}tlflclijzoolks o

2 elrd no); tolerate a sight of this brave woman walking in a public place alone Vl\)/; B

. cou Some even ver .

3 . d and cow-dung on her. A

- teach other girls. They pelted stones, mu : to andpatriarchy, Savitribai was

Savitribai bore all this patiently and stood against the f(?rces of cas - ap et hamstudents

- ot Just a teacher but also a kind, generous and ]ovmi wodmhan she would offer poor students

3 le remembered how

. Students from the hostel run by the Phule coup

. her own clothes and food with love. s o

| Poet and Writer: Very few know that. pAviE h example. This collection of ‘_)Oen:s mT ibai

collection ‘Kavyaphule’ written in 1854 is one suc .]1 eble to the people under the title ‘Savitri

. other writings have been put together and made availa

¢ he scholar Dr.
-+-ibai Phule) - thanks to t )
\ Phule- Samagrq Vangmay’ (The Complete Works of Savitribal Phule) a0’s Speeches, Edited by

" ich include-Jotir
- M.G.Mali. In this, we can find and read her writings ij/htizlsslllz Jotirao: Speeches of Matoshree
. Savitribaj Phyle. - . Savitribai’s Le
. Savitribai Phule, 25 December 1856; Savitri

Savitribaj, 1892; Bavankashi Subodh Ratnakar, 1892.

i 1S
also modern Indian poet. Her poen

IUSSN : 0555-7860
. ~GC-CARE Group 1 Journal



Vol LXIV, No. 1(n .. |
) 2 “

qRyord - Puran?

[ subjects from nature, history, eduCation
A tQ

382
befitting even today. She writeg.

o

¢ wide range == =
tion IS

> cove
Her poems from ‘ng/aplruk’ ¢ cduca

social issues. Her most appreciated pocm on
Go, Get Education

Be self-reliant, be industrious
Work—gather wisdom and riches,

All gets lost without knowledge

We become animal without wisdon,

Sit idle no more, go, get education
End misery of the oppressed and forsaken,
You ve got a golden chance 10 learn
So learn and break the chains of caste. N
ast.” o
fe cal language of emancipation as Opposed

Throw away the Brahman s scripiures Enelish is the r
o o . . t English . .
Savitribai, just like Jotiba, believed tha gStri-Shudratishudras. She explains this througp Res

to Sanskrit which rejected education to the

poem:
Learn English

Make self-reliance your occupation,
Exert yourself to gather the wealth of knowledge,

Without knowledge animals remained dumb,
Don'’t rest! Strive to educate yourself.

The opportunity is here,

For the Shudras and Ati Shudras,

To learn English

To dispel all woes.

Throw away the authority
Of the Brahmin and his teachings,

Break the shackles of caste,

By learning English.*
Her letters to Jotirao tells us how immensely they loved each other but also how even their love

for each other was based on the shared concerns about the plight of the oppressed.*
Social Change and Service: Savitribai’s relentless efforts and sacrifices have equal share in the

social change that Jotiba brought.

They bf)th were ardent supporters of widow remarriage. They even opened a ‘home for the
prevention of infanticide’ in their own house to ensure the safe deliVery of pregnant and exploited
widows. Not just that‘ but they opened an orphanage to take care of these ‘abandoned’ children
‘well. They’had no child of their own but adopted a child of a Brahmin widow whom they named
Yashwant’, educated him and arranged an inter-caste marriage for him. These actions even 042y

would seem bold.

ISSN : 0555-7860
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o perfor med his death rites. This again was 3 slap in the face of
who

o only a man is supposed to do this. After hijs demise, she Jeq ¢
\?/1 life. She chaired the Satyashodhak Conference at Sas
till her7 pune witnessed bubonic plague in which many die
In 1819 spital to take care of the patients. Even this deadly d
P a 13 nlz ent to serve humankind. She would herself pick
b coml::al for treatment. She knew that in a society where ‘upt .
@ h.oszs let alone this contagious epidemic, no one would ‘to :;tnon nommal
:]l::m- In the same attempt to save one mahar son, she caught the plague and passed a\:/:;znnt&zzz;
10’]897.
- er work is 50 monumenta.l and yet les.s Celebfated. Today we celebrate September § a5 ‘Teachers
. Day’ in India on the occasion of the birth anmverse.lry of our former vice-president and president,
pr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. However, some sections of the society have been celebrating rather
: ‘January 3° i.e., Savitirbai Phule’s birth anniversary as the ‘National Teachers’ Day’. Thjs
, celebration rightfully honours this great liberator and educator we have ever got. Unfortunately,
] this realization is yet to spread among the mainstream.

the Brahma i
nical pagrj
he Satyashodhak I archy

wad (Pune) ip 1893
d. . . . ..

: Savitribaj along witp, Yashwant set
1Sease could net Separate her from her

up sick people and bring them to th
ouchability’ was SO co X

uch’ these ‘untouchap)|

MOvement

" 3. Fatima Sheikh:

. Looking at the insignificant attention to Savitribai Phule’s service in our mainstream history, it is
3 no wonder that her colleague, a Muslim woman, Fatima Sheikh, finds no mention in our history
| textbooks atall. Although her name is gaining recognition in recent years among activists and
‘I academicians, it is still yet to reach to the common people.

When the Phule couple was forced out of their own house by Jotiba’s father, they were Fatima and
' her brother Usman Sheikh who had offered them their own house as a refuge and to open the 1.Sl
girls” school. Since then, both worked with Jotiba and Savitribai a{ld their‘Satyashodl?ak Samaj.
A, They both co-founded the Indigenous Library with the Phule couple in Pune n-1 1'843 which bel:can?e
.4 India’s first girls’ school. Since then, Fatima worked as a colléague of'Sav1tr1ba| anlil t:aceljrﬂiz
" each and every school opened by Phule couple. Being a Muslim Bahujan woman. sde e;zst e
* same hate, taunts, cow-dung and stone attacks from the orthodox and upper caste Hindus. e
Savitribai Phule, Fatima Sheikh too went from house-to-house to convince parirt1ts tl:)delr\l/lrzsums-
' daughters in school. Together these two lion-hearted women educated the Dalits a

¢ both girls and boys. . licarh, known
' In 1875, Sir SyedyAhmed Khan founded Mohammedan Anglo-.Orlenta;C(:]l(;z(gjelzlt:dx?a’f fie gid’
| as Aligarh Muslim University today. However, Fatima Sheikh co- 0111875 ensho sl s ot
- school and became first Muslim woman teacher in 1848 i.e., way before .

; found a place in popular history. e : ents and efforts in Urdu textbooks.
| In2014, the government added Fatima Sheikh’s achievem s foarless feminist, € ducator
= On 9™ Jany ary, 2022, her 191 birth anniversary, Google honoure theless, she deserves more than
‘ and first Muslim woman teacher of India, with the doodle. None ’

‘; this recognition in the mainstream.
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v (irst school. She was a gr
: . phule’s first5¢ grandgq
4. Mukta Salve: g girl students enrolled 1 P/l:/faﬂ’"g caste (then ‘untouchape :ughler
: st 8 gir o L
MR one of thegirst ‘.ES lve and belongee to' “bai, there is no doubt that she y,,, Ste 1
of the revolutionary thll.{l : education from Savitriv® . Riseg |
Maharashtra). Having receive . 1a. _
. 5 hﬂk Samd, 1gNd 1 ¢ g
with the thoughts and ideas of Satyashodhak about the poignant life that the Shudlyg,
N ote this €558y . he B , S anq
ars old she wrot® Sut their oppression by the Brahming, Thig &
Mahars and Mangs) an i be“:a}'
Ve

At the age of just 11-ye
ati-shudras lived in her times
was titled Mahar Mang chya Dukln

to be the first recorded female Dal .
1n Ahmednagar. Her sharp

e she points i
whet out the gnefof d

sishayi” (A first pubhshed in 1855 in D”y“’?()day’

i an unde ors (:. ’

it writing. It
observa

Marathi periodical fro
o e. . )
her at such young age may surprise o : 1 her essay as she writec.
y 5 45 is reﬂected even y rltes_ “/fthe

Phule’s critique of Brahmanical supremaQ" e ecrel that we do not have the Boo, We
; it is - We gp,

Vedas belong only to the Brahmans, prienisel, religion, where only on

without the Book—we are without any religion.... Let tzal; it ngever onler ouF nJ; indsetpe’SOn is

privileged and the rest deprived, yanish from the earth an 0 bogsy of

such a [discriminatory] religion.™
te about h
While listing the brutalities against the mahars and mangS,.She WrIo ow the brahmgys
She mentioned how under Manuwadi Bajiyy,

degraded her people as even lower than animals. : ! |
Peshwa’s rule, if any mang or mahar happened to pass 10 front of gymnasmm, the Peshwas woy)4
cut off his head and play ‘bat-ball’ with their swords as bats and his }.1ee.1d as ball.

and believes that it is a blessing that mercify

She calls the British government as ‘benevolent’ . a
God has bestowed upon her people. This is because under ‘impartial’ British government, as she

writes- “Harassment and torture of mahars and mangs, common during the rule of Peshwas iy

Pune, have stopped. Excessive and exploitative tax has stopped. The practice of untouchability has

stopped in some places. Killing has stopped on the playground. Now, we can even visit the market

place.”™
She concludes with a message to her people- “Only the medicine of knowledge will cure and heal

you. It will take you away from wild beliefs and superstitions. You will become righteous and
moral. It will stop your exploitation. People who treat you like animals, will not dare to treat like
that anymore. So please work hard and study. Get educated and become good human beings.™
With this she explains how education can give her people dignity. Such was the power of
“Satyashodhak education’ that the ‘downtrodden’ masses could feel emancipated. |

Unfortunately, like Fatima Sheikh, we do not have much information about Mukta Salve either

except this essay.

Conclusion:

The painstaki

o s}:;lcn;es 1:§ :;:?ns of these and f)ther Satyashodhaks, empowered the Bahujan to break from

sl :rray of Brahmanical order. Satyashodhak Samaj unveiled the ‘truth’ to e
gnorance. In real sense, Satyashodhak Samaj proved ‘knowledge is powWer B
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he thoughts and ideas of Satyas‘hc?dhak Samaj inspire the Mmovements of pyj;
today orkers, students, minority religions and whoever fighting for Sistice alits, Women,
furmer™ '
pibliograPhy
— | ohi, Tarkateertha L. Jotirao  Phule, translated by Day, A
E . .rvindguptatoys.com/arvindgupta/phule.pdf garwal
ptps/IWWW .arvindgup
i jbid
i jbid

."_ v sayanekar, Prof. Shyam M. (Januar)f', 2020). History of Modern India (1857-1947), Published
py Sheth publication Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai, pg. 94 '

v phule, J. (November, 1991). Translat'ed by Patil, P. G. Selections Collected Works of Mahatma
Jotirao Phule, Published by The Education Department Government of Maharashtra Bombay, Vol.
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